Workshop on MCMC Convergence in Evolutionary Biology

July 13, 2009

Instructors: Dr. C. R. Young and Kristina Fontanez

Please return to: cyoung@oeb.harvard.edu
Rate the course overall:

1) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

2) How would you rate your understanding of MCMC before the course: 

1. (Never thought about it)

2. (Beginner: run with defaults and don’t understand some of the output)

3. (User: I know what every table in the output means)

4. (Seasoned user: I worry about prior sensitivity, convergence, etc.) 

5. (Expert: I write my own MCMC samplers for my problems)?

3) How would you rate your understanding MCMC after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

4) Are you more interested in the material covered than you were before you took the course: 1(much less) – 5 (much more)?

5) Was the course material relevant to your work and to developing your intuition about MCMC: 1(not at all) – 5 (every bit)?

6) What is your area of study?

7) What is your position and institute (e.g., graduate student at Ewha)?

By topic:

Conditional probability and Bayes theorem

1) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

2) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

3) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Statistical Distributions

4) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

5) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

6) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Markov Chains

7) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

8) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

9) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Coalescent theory

10) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

11) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

12) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

MCMC algorithms

13) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

14) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

15) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Convergence

16) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

17) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

18) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Tuning

19) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

20) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

21) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Hypothesis Testing

22) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

23) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

24) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Computer Lab

MrBayes tutorial
1) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

2) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

3) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

CODA package in R 
4) Clarity of the presentation of the material: 1(poor)-5(excellent).

5) How would you rate your understanding of this material before the course: 1(never thought about it) – 5(expert)?

6) How would you rate your understanding of this material after the course: 1(more confused)-5(major strides)?

Comments about translation?

Any other comments?

